Although few people would dispute that reducing readmissions is an important way to lower health care spending, the critical question is whether HRRP will improve the quality of cardiovascular care for patients. As will be discussed below, it is not at all As with most things in health care, it is far easier to be critical than it is to be constructive, and it is not our intent to be critical of the Affordable Care Act, which has led to many positive changes in overall health care coverage for Americans. However, 
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